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FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

5 The invention pertains to the field of cosmetic containers and more particularly display 

devices which show application of cosmetic products. 

10 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Display of some personal care products and cosmetics often require the viewer to take an 
imaginative leap in visualizing, let alone fixating, what the particular product displayed would 

15 look like as applied to their own face or body. Applying sample products is not always available 
or convenient, and sampling a number of products at one sitting may prove difficult. Store 
displays, purchasing aids, and advertisements may illustrate cosmetic colors, but the question of 
how these colors may combine with a user's facial tones or how they may appear in combination 
with other cosmetics is usually left to the purchaser's imagination. Moreover, manipulable aids 

20 such as color wheels and the like may be nearly overwhelming in their presentation of so many 
colors and nonetheless operate in a context that makes it difficult to visualize their actual color 
and effect on the wearer. Cosmetics are unique in that their optimal use may usually rely on 
contrasting colors on a particular foundation where the ultimate colors and tone of which are 
heavily dependent on the user's complexion and other facial features for its effect. Some 

25 apparatus and/or method of reproducing this effect for a potential wearer without having to "try- 
on" numerous cosmetic compounds would find significant use. 
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This application uses the wording "Cosmetic Products" or "Cosmetics" broadly to 
encompass, without limitation, beautifying, enhancing, cleansing, covering and/or medicinal 
compounds which may be applied to a wearer's body, or portion thereof, especially those 
exhibiting a particular ornamental color, shade or tone on the wearer. "Facial Design" is likewise 
5 used broadly in this application to encompass a body portion of a human which may derive 
benefit from use of cosmetics and which may illustrate particular colors, tones and complexions, 
was well as features exemplified by facial elements such as nose, eyes, lips and cheeks, but by no 

means so limited to such features. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

What is disclosed is an apparatus and method for displaying and packaging cosmetic 
items. The display case apparatus for cosmetics and other personal care products comprises a 
housing having an overall shape defining a peripheral edge; a retainer defining a plurality of 
5 interstices, said retainer coupled to said housing such that it is co-extensive with at least a portion 
of the housing peripheral edge, said retainer having a front whereupon a design is visible whereas 
the plurality of interstices are disposed at pre-determined portions of the design; at least one 
holding compartment disposed within at least one retainer interstice for receiving an article. The 
method comprises the steps of providing a design corresponding to a human body portion having 
10 pre-determined colors, the design defining interstices at locations in the design corresponding to 
pre-determined body part segments and disposing within the interstices cosmetic and personal 
care containers of a pre-determined color or shade complimentary with the pre-determined body 
part segment. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Figure la illustrates a facial design exhibiting one complexion of an exemplary 

5 

embodiment of the invention. 

Figure lb illustrates a facial design exhibiting another complexion of an exemplary 
1 0 embodiment of the invention. 

Figure lc illustrates a facial design exhibiting yet another complexion of an exemplary 
embodiment of the invention. 

15 

Figure Id illustrates a facial design exhibiting still another complexion of an exemplary 
embodiment of the invention. 
20 Figure 2 illustrates a facial design exhibiting cosmetic compartments in one embodiment 

of the invention. 

Figure 3 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the invention indicating shapes and 
positions of cosmetic compartments in a facial design. 

Figure 4 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the invention featuring a facial design 
25 with surrounding cosmetic compartments. 

Figure 5 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the invention featuring a facial design 
and cosmetic compartments contained within a travel case. 

Figure 6 illustrates one housing configuration of the invention. 

Figure 7 illustrates and alternative housing configuration of the invention. 

30 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

5 With respect to the figures provided, illustrating one embodiment of the invention, 

figures la, lb and lc illustrate facial designs which are reproductions of various facial types, 
including complexion types, allowing a user to more clearly approach their own facial structure 
and complexion. These facial designs provide the basis for the display or packaging of various 
cosmetics, allowing these cosmetics to be viewed in relation to a particular complexion against 

10 which they may be compared and/or contrasted either alone or in various combinations. The 

facial designs feature facial types available that may be selected from a representative assortment 
or may be customized to an individual's particular facial structure and complexion. Preparation 
of such a facial design may be derived from a profile, whether generic or customized, based on a 
photograph, digitized image, artist's rendering, or any combination thereof or in other ways of 

15 graphic reproduction known in the art. The drawings illustrate use of artist renderings. 

Figure la illustrates facial design with fair skinned, blond haired features; figure lb a 
facial design with an ebony complexion with dark hair; figure lc illustrates a facial design with a 
medium complexion and red hair; and figure Id illustrates a brunette haired medium dark 
complexion facial design. It is to be appreciated that numerous variations and complexions may 

20 also be illustrated and/or customized in a facial design. The facial designs each exhibit sufficient 
surface area for skin, eyes, lips, eyebrow, hair, cheeks, ears and nose to also accommodate 
application of a cosmetic product that may be applied to each area. Other areas, such as neck, 
forehead, upper and lower eyelashes, eyelids and any other facial or body features may also be 
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illustrated and similarly presented for the application of particular cosmetics. In the figures, an 
artists rendering of a face is illustrated, but, as stated previously, this may be any one of a 
combination of digitized image, photograph or otherwise. For instance, the facial design may be 
derived from a photograph which is retouched to elongate or distort facial features to provide 
5 sufficient space for the application of cosmetics or personal care products of varying styles and 
colors while maintaining the original complexion for purposes of comparison and demonstration. 
The artistic display possibilities and renderings for the facial design are therefore unlimited and 
may be prepared according to the methods known in the art. 

The facial design is applied to a surface, which may be composed of various polymer 

10 plastics or other material retaining sufficient tensile strength to support integrated interstices 

wherein containers of cosmetics are disposed. This surface may be placed within a housing that 
basically comports to the overall shape of the surface. The surface upon which the design 
appears is either of sufficient durability and strength to retain and hold compartments defined 
within interstices in the surface into which will be received containers having reservoirs of 

15 cosmetics. Alternatively, the facial design may be applied to a surface within a housing over 
which a transparent retaining layer may be placed, where the design is visible through the 
retaining layer and the retaining layer otherwise has the properties of the surface previously 
described, i.e. strength and durability to receive reservoir containers into interstices defining 
compartments. 

20 Figure 2 illustrates a particular facial design 10 of one embodiment of the invention 

where a plurality of interstices (not pictured) are defined within the facial design surface, or 
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within an intermediate transparent layer placed over the facial design surface, provide areas for 
cosmetic containers to be received, so as to provide a comparison or contrast with the overall 
complexion, hair color and/or facial features of the design, whether that design is of a specific 
individual or of a generic type. The cosmetics are thus held in place by a retainer comprising 
5 either the facial design surface or the intermediate transparent layer with an underlying facial 
design surface visible therethrough. Thus, powder 12 may be inserted in a corresponding powder 
interstice (not pictured) on cheek 15 to allow for the comparison of the powder color with the 
particular skin color 20. Blush 21 may be placed on the opposite cheek 16 from powder 12 to 
allow its view in isolation from other applications yet allowing a direct comparison to the overall 
10 complexion of the figure or any desired contrast from powder 12. Foundation 17 may be placed 
on nose 19 to highlight its use as close to the corresponding site of use for the face of a use. 
Similarly, interstices for shadow 22, eye liner 23, concealer 24, eye brow pencil color 26 and hair 
brush 28 may also be included, among other types of products that may be applied to the figure 
depicted. 

15 Lips 33 may include interstices for an upper 34 and lower lip 35 segments. In one 

embodiment, this division of lip 33 interstice may provide openings for the placement of gloss 37 
and lipstick 38. The gloss portion may already have a base lipstick color to heighten the visual 
effect of any gloss applied thereto. Actual containers (not pictured) of lipstick and lip gloss, as 
with other application products depicted on the face design, may occupy the lip 33 interstices, 

20 divided into segments 34 and 35, and may be freely removable therefrom, as will be further 

described in later figures, to allow demonstration and view of a number of different application 



NY01DOCS/262452.01 



products according to their colors and tones in comparison/contrast with the overall tone and 
complexion of the facial design 10. 

Interstices may have shapes and sizes sufficient to manipulate and replace cosmetic 
containers therein. In the embodiment illustrated, the interstices (not pictured) have the size and 
5 shape of the simulated facial design features themselves. For instance, concealer 24 interstice 
and reservoir occupies the lower eye region at the point where concealer 24 would be utilized on 
a user's face. Similarly lips 33 interstices conform to the basic shape of human lips. The 
invention, however, is not limited to providing interstices, containers or reservoirs which are 
shaped according to the facial feature or element of the corresponding application product. For 

10 instance, the interstices for powder 14 may be small circular interstices within an area defined by 
powder 14 on facial design 10. Into these interstices may be received containers bearing the 
powder reservoir which may alternatively be open to allow the cosmetic powder to be accessed 
and applied, covered with a transparent cover to view the cosmetic powder, or covered with an 
opaque cover bearing a reproduction of the powder color within the container. 

1 5 One or more interstices, moreover may be provided for powder at various portions of the 

facial design to allow the user to move the application to other areas for comparison/contrast 
with the overall complexion or color of the face, or to place separate colored powders in each 
interstice to compare and contrast the use of multiple color powders in combination on facial 
design 10. Similarly, shadow interstices need not be eyeshaped or semi-eliptical, but may be 

20 round, square, triangular or any other type of shape so long as the interstices accept a similarly 
shaped container or reservoir of the application product that will be placed within. 
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Figure 3 illustrates one embodiment of the facial design as provided with containers for 
various cosmetics situated approximately at a facial element depicted on the facial design. In this 
embodiment, the location of the cosmetic containers pertain to interstices located at the depicted 
facial element that the particular cosmetic is likely to be applied by a user. For instance, 
5 foundation 61, occupies the nose section, and, in this embodiment, features a nose shaped 
container. Translucent face powder 62 occupies the lower facial design near the chin element. 
Various containers for different eye shadows 64-67 may be incorporated on the eyebrow location 
of the facial design. Other containers, 68-80, are similarly listed and situation on the facial 
design as shown in figure 3. 

10 The containers themselves may be shaped in accordance with their location and use on 

the facial design. Hence, container 62a for the translucent face powder conforms to at least a 
portion of the shape of the facial element and fits in a corresponding size interstice located at that 
portion of the facial design. Container 62a has a depth for holding a pre-determined amount of 
cosmetic, in this instance translucent face powder. Similarly, container 67a for eye shadow also 

15 has a shape conforming to a portion of the corresponding facial element, in this case the 
eyebrow, and has a depth for holding a pre-determined amount of eye shadow. In this 
embodiment, containers 62a and 67a would generally have a bowl like shape for holding 
cosmetic products which may include a surrounding lip rim to rest on the facial design surface 
surrounding the interstice in which it would be received. Corresponding containers 68-80 for 

20 other facial elements would generally follow the same basic composition as those described for 
containers 62a and 67a, e.g. they would conform to the applicable interstice located at the 
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particular facial element and the containers would have depths to hold an effective pre- 
determined amount of cosmetic product. 

Figure 4 illustrates yet another embodiment of the invention, wherein the interstices 
within the facial design are accompanied by other interstices wherein other cosmetic products 
5 and applicators may be disposed. For instance, brushes and applicators 50 of various sizes for 
various functions, as well as lip and eyeliner pencils 55 and mascara applicators 58 may be 
placed around the facial design to make up the overall package, along with the actual cosmetics 
to be applied disposed at the appropriate location, within interstices where holding compartments 
are disposed to hold any containers therefor, on the facial design. Figure 5 illustrates an 

10 alternative embodiment, where the display is in compact form for travel. Brushes and applicators 
may be positioned on a cover opposite the facial design, which is folded over to cover the facial 
design to form a case when not in use. 

Figure 6 illustrates a possible configuration of one embodiment of the invention whereby 
the facial design and interstices are coordinated in a single unit case. Case 100 accommodates a 

15 transparent molded tray layer containing interstices (not pictured) for receiving and retaining 
cosmetic containers. On the case inner cover, disposed below the tray, is the facial design 
portrait which, when the tray is placed thereover, is visible through the tray. The interstices 
within the tray correspond to the particular location of the product, e.g. blush container over the 
cheeks, eyeliner container over the eyes, such that superimposing the cosmetic color, visible 

20 either as applied to an outer covering of the container or by viewing the actual cosmetic product 
itself (utilizing, for instance, a removable transparent plastic cover), over the facial design 
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provides the point of comparison and contrast for the user with respect to each cosmetic product 
that may be interposed within the tray (as stated earlier, this embodiment may also allow for 
interchanging of cosmetic containers). 

Figure 7 illustrates an alternative configuration of one embodiment of the invention. 
5 Wherein the case accommodates a transparent retaining layer that includes magnets at the bottom 
of each interstice to receive and hold the containers, which may be either fully or partially made 
of metal to allow for magnetic attraction within the interstices. As with the embodiment in figure 
6, the facial design appears below the transparent layer, so as to be visible to a viewer. 

While the invention has been described in respect to the above embodiments of the 
10 invention, it should be understood that the invention is not limited to these precise embodiments. 
Rather, many modifications and variations will present themselves to persons skilled in the art 
without departure from the scope and spirit of the inventions, which is defined in the appended 
claims. 
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